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all legal procedure and to delegate to the police a sort
of lynch power. While the justice exercised by the
new tribunals was evidently of a summary character, it
was nevertheless justice, and, by instituting these courts,
he cut short the efforts of the reactionary party to oppose
the red terror by a white terror.
It was during the excitement caused by these events,
and in an atmosphere surcharged with the heat of party
strife, that M. Stolypine had to formulate the reforms
which he had undertaken to submit to the Douma
within six months. The Cabinet had just been completed
by the appointment, as Minister of Commerce, of M.
Filosofoff, an enlightened man of liberal views; but,
due to its heterogeneous make-up, M. Stolypine was
obliged to superintend and direct the preparation
of the different bills. As for the agrarian question,
the most important of all, he took upon himself the task
of studying it in all its details, and the series of ukases
by which it was regulated may be considered as his own
personal achievement.
As I was the only member of the Cabinet who pos-
sessed any intimate knowledge of the working of at
constitutional and parliamentary regime, I was called
upon to decide all questions arising from the need of
adapting the new legislation to the conditions created
by the charter of 1905. While I accepted willingly
this extra labour, that which occupied me particularly,
in addition to my regular duties, was the agrarian question^
in which I had always been intensely interested. On
this subject I had long and frequent consultations with
M. Stolypine, during which I championed the system
of small private ownership*
I have told elsewhere tow, t&anks to my study of the
social and economical life of Western Europe, I had